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Local Offer

Tameside Deaf Education Team


Who is the service for?

The service is for children with a diagnosis of a permanent or long-term deafness from 0-19 years of age or up to 25 years for those with an Educational Health Care Plan. A referral is made via the local Audiology services after diagnosis of deafness. While the service primarily operates in term-time only, referrals for children below statutory school age are accepted throughout the year, in line with the National Deaf Children’s Society Quality Standards for early years support (ages 0–5).

The team comprises of Qualified Teachers for D/deaf Children (QToDs), Specialist Support Assistants (SSAs) and an Admin Manager. This includes ToDs with additional  qualifications. All staff have, are working towards, qualifications in British Sign Language (BSL). 

What does the service do?

The team provide information, advice, support, direct teaching, and training to children with permanent deafness and their caregivers across their homes, early years settings, mainstream and special schools on an outreach basis. Similarly, the team work directly with babies, in homes, nurseries and childcare settings. The team also teaches and support mainstream D/deaf learners who have access to the Secondary Resource Base provision in Tameside. 


What does the service offer?

The aim of the service is to ensure that the individual needs of children with deafness are met at the point of diagnosis. The individual child’s needs are identified in collaboration with pupil, parents, caregivers, teachers, audiologists, speech and language therapists (SALTs) and other professionals. We offer a family-centred service with a multi-disciplinary collaborative approach. We work in collaboration with other professionals to achieve the best outcomes for our D/deaf learners.

What do we offer families?

Depending on the need of the D/deaf learner, the service can provide the following intervention to empower families to make informed choices and understand all aspects of deafness.  The service provides:
· Support in understanding the impact deafness will have on their child’s language development, as well as their educational, social and emotional development. 
· Support with choosing the best mode of communication for their child including speech or sign (British Sign Language (BSL), Sign Support English (SSA), Makaton, and Total Communication).
· Support with hearing equipment (Heairng Aids, BAHA systems and Cochlear Implants)
· Families with support with choosing the best educational setting for their child and support with transition.
· Help families to apply for benefits and services. 
· Help families access local and national organisations.
· Language acquisition support for caregivers.
· Emotional wellbeing support for the family. 
· A weekly pre-school group for D/deaf babies and families that is managed by the Early Years Lead Specialist Teacher of Deaf Children. This is an opportunity for families to learn, interact and share experiences.

What do we offer educational settings?
In the educational settings which includes nurseries to college settings, the service will provide-
· All pupils who have hearing aids or Cochlear Implants with a designated Qualified Teachers for d/Deaf Children who will visit them in their educational setting.
· Support with learning the mode of communication which the D/deaf learner uses (British Sign Language (BSL), Sign Support English (SSA), Makaton and Total Communication).
· Discreet support 1:1  and small group teaching sessions.
· Deaf Awareness training to mainstream settings and special schools.
· Audiological support for equipment, such as Hearing Aids, Cochlear Implants, BAHA systems, Radio Aids and Sound-field Systems. 
· Direct support to mainstream teaching staff and teaching assistants.
· Functional hearing assessments.
· Specialist language and literacy assessments. 
· Advice on classroom management and on room acoustics.
· Support with transitions across key stages and educational settings.
· Access arrangements for examinations (SATs and GCSE). 

In addition, the team contribute to Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP) assessments and Annual Reviews in line with the NATSIP Matrix guidelines for pupils with deafness. 

The Deaf Education Team has close links with Audiologists at local hospitals and there is a direct referral route from Tameside General hospital to the service. The team also work in close collaboration with other agencies and professionals that you will find on Tameside’s Local Offer.
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